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When freedom, honor, justice, right,
Were threatened by the despot’s m1nhi
With heart aflame and soul alight,
He bravely went for God to fight
Against base savages, whose pride
The laws of God and man defied;
Who slew the mother and her ¢hild,
Who maidens pure and sweet defiled.
He did not go “to feed the guns,”
He went to save from ruthless Huns
His home and country, and to he

A guardian of democracy.

“What if he does not come?” you say:
Ah, welll My sky would be more gray,

Lroeditlse vl LEndipies el e
It matters not where anyone
May lie and sleep when work is done.

It matters not where some men live;
If my dear son his life must give,
Hosannas I will sing for him,

E’en though my eyes with tears be dnn
And when the war is over, when

His gallant comrades come again,

I'll cheer them as they’re marching by,
Rejoicing that they did not die

And when his vacant place I see

My heart will bound with joy that he

"Was mine so long—my fair young son—

And cheer for him whose work is done.

principle of the Epicurean was that there was
nothing to alarm, nothing to disturb. The

" highest aim of life was self-gratification. With
coarser temperaments this inevitably led to

the grossest sensuality and crlme, m the case
of the Athenians, whose taste was purer, the
system took the form of a refined selfishness.

“One brief suggestion must clgse this pres-
ent discussion: The two enemies of the Gos-
pel with which it has had to contend always
are the same as the two ruling principles of
the Stoics and the Lplcureans, Pride  and
Pleasure.  However these may assert their
influence, whether through a so-called phi-
losophy or society or commercialism, the re-
sult will be the same. The test of them is
that “the pride of life and the lust of the
flesh” are of the world and not of the Father.

(Note: IFor historical facts given in this sermon, I
am, of ecourse, largely indebted to a wide reading of
\anous “mllb Additional studies will follow at
intervals.)
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THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE.

BY DR, CIIARLES D. BULLA.

Because of her interest in her fellow pupils of
the girls” high school, Helen Cadbury, of Birming-
ham, England, originated a plan for reading the
Scriptures and for winning people to Christ. From
‘this small beginning has grown a world-wide move-
ment for the [JI’OIHOtIOl] of daily Bible reading.

Miss Cadbury, now the wife of Charles M. Alex-
ander, the Gospel song leader, says of the novement:
“It is a wonderful encouragement to know that the
plan so quietly begun in the school days should
have Dbeen used by God as a means of spreading
His Word broadcast over the world and in making
it more loved, more widely read, and more definitely
used as a weapon of soul-winning.”

The purpose of the League is to strengthen
Christians and to win the unsave(l to Christ by the
use”of God's Word. It is not always convenient
to read the Bible in the morning; bhut with a small
Testament in the pocket, advantage may be taken
of  leisure moments during the day for reading a
potrtion of the Scrlptures

The League is for all ages and classes. Among
the members are soldiers, sailors, policemen, l‘BtI—
way men, mechanics, business men, physicians,
preachers, teachers and editors. Because of its
adaptability to all ages, the League plan can be
used in the Sunday school. A League sccretary
may be appointed for the entire school. There is no

charge for enlisting. The membership card reads
as follows:
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Membership Card.

I hereby accept membership in the Pock
Testament Legue by making it the rule of n
life to read a chapter of the Bible each d:
and to carry a Bible or Testament with n
wherever I go.

Charles M. Alexander, Originator of th
Pocket Testament League.
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The pledge is not broken if a day should be m
The pledge is the expression of a purpose

form a regular habit of daily Bible reading.

While death was striking in all directions, a :

dier in the trenches across the seas offered fift

pounds,
New Testament;
Bible.

all the money he had, for a copy - of

but no one would part with
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gotten. Epicurus left this “Garden” to the
ool on condition that his philosophy

yuld always be taught there.

So the philosophers, the Epicureans and
ics, gathered round Paul; “and some said,
1at will this babbler say? ... and they took
1 and brought him unto Areopagus.” On
. Areogapus, the Hill of Mars, Paul takes
stand, surrounded on every side with what-
.+ was beautiful and noble and intellectual
the old world: Temples, the material of-
ich was -only surpassed by their architect-
1 grace and majesty; statues in which the
al anthropomorp]n:m of the Greeks had
10st sanctified the popular notions of deity
embodying it in human form of exquisite
-fection; public edifices where the civil in-.
ests of men had been discussed with all the
steness and versatility of the Greek intel-
t, where oratory, discoursed in all the
rity of the inimitable Attic dialect, had ob-
ned its highest triumphs.

ould the Apostle of Jesus Christ Rise to the
Occasion?

As his audience was chiefly from the two
en prevailing sects, Stoics and Epicureans,
. must take a brief survey of their peculiar
1ets, more especially as Paul in his discus-
on, of which probably only the heads are
ven by Luke, touches with singular felicity
on all their peculiar doctrines. Indeed he
es much more: With masterly skill “he
pands the popular religion into a higher
ilosophy and imbues philosophy with a pro-
und sentiment of religion.”

Stoicism was a system hostile to Chris-
ity in its physics, its morals and its the-
ogy. Stoicism condemned the worship of
1ages and. the ‘use of temples, regarding
em 5as “nothing -better than ornaments of
t, but justifie! the popular- polytheism,.in -
et—ﬁﬁasﬁere&nuheqegedﬂw—ef mythelogy- ~us
ninof developments of the great world god.

The Stoics were pantheu-,t& Much of
eir language is a curious anticipation of the
iraseology "of modern pantheism. God,
lem, was the spirit of reason of the universe;
e world itself is a rational soul, producing
| things out of itself and resuming all to it-
If; matter is inseparable from deity; God
d not create, but organized; He merely im-
-essed law and order on substance, which
as, in fact, Himself; the manifestation of
1e universe is only a period in the-develop-
ient of god; the soul is corporeal; at death
would be absorbed into God. Of course, a
-surrection in the Gospel sense must have
ppeared to them as highly irrational.

The proud ideal set before the Stoic was
magnanimous self-denial, an austere apathy,
ntouched by human passion, unmoved by
hange of circumstance. All outward things
rere alike. All '1ct10n (:onfnrm'uble to reason

CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.
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The Son.

Edward Markham, the poet, under the unpat-

_riotic title, “I Did Not Raise My Boy to be a Sol-

dier,” wrote this stanza:

“Oh, mothers, will you longer give your sons .
To feed the awful hunger of the guns?
What is the worth of all these battle drums
1If from the field the loved one never comes?
What all these loud hosannas to the brave

1i all your share is some forgotten graver”

Dr. James D. Hughes, for over thirty years
Superintendent of Education of the schools of
Toronto, Canada, answered this poem. Greater sig-
nificance is given to the answer by the fact that Dr.
Hughes’ own son was killed in battle and lies
“somewhere in France.” His answer follows:

God gave my son in trust to me;
Christ died for him, and he should be
A man for Christ. He is his own,
And God’s and man’s; not mine alone.
He was not mine to ‘“give.” He gave
Himself that he might help to save
All that a Chlristian should revere,

All that enlichtened men hold dear,

“To feed the guns!”~ O torpid soul!
Awake and sce life as a whole.

When freedom, honor, justice, right,
Were threatened by the despot’s might,
With heart aflame and soul alight,
He bravely went for God to fight
Against base savages, whose pride
The laws of God and man defied;
Who slew the mother and her child,
Who maidens pure and sweet defiled.
He did not go “to feed the guns,”
He went to save from ruthless Huns
His home and country, and to be

A guardian of democracy.

“What if he does not come?” you say:
Ah, welll My sky would be more gray,

But through the clouds the sun w
And vital memories be mine.
God's test of manhood is, I kno
Not “Will he come?” but “Did ‘h
My son well knew that he might
And vet he went, with purpose |
To fight for peace, and overthroy
The plans of Christ’s relentless f
He dreaded not the battlefield;
He went to make fierce vandals ;
If he comes not again to me

1 shall be sad; but not that he
Went like a man—a hero true—
His part unselfishly to do. 4
My heart will feel-exultant pride
That for humanity he died.

“Forgotten grave!” This selfish
Awakes no-deep response in m
For, though his grave I may no
My boy will ne'er forgotten be.
My real son can never die;

"Tis but his body that may lie
In foreign land, and I shall kee
Remembrance fond, forever, dee
Within my heart of my true sos
Because of triumphs that he wor
Tt matters not where anyone
May lie and sleep when work is

Tt matters not where some men
If my dear son his life must gi
Hosannas I will sing for him,

F'en though my eyes with tears
And when the war is over, wh
His gallant comrades come agai
I'll cheer them as they're marcl
Rejoicing that they did not di
And when his vacant place I se
My heart will bound with joy tt
Was mine so long—my fair you
And cheer for him whose work

principle of the ]“pmurem was that there was
nothing to alarm, nothing to disturb. The
highest aim of life was self-gratification. With
coarser temperaments this mcwtihly led to
the grossest sensuality an(l crime ; in the case
of the Athenians, whose ‘tdste was purer, the
system took the form of a refined selfishness.

-One brief suggestion must close this pres-
ent discussion: The two enemies of the Gos-
pel with which it has had to contend always
are the same as the two ruling principles of
the Stoics and the Epicureans, Pride  and
Pleasure. ITowever these may assert their
influence, whether through a so-called phi-
losophy or society or commercialism, the re-
sult will be the same. The test of them is
that “the pride of life and the lust of - the
flesh” are of the world and not of the Father.

(Note:
am, of course,
various works.
intervals.)
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sion, of which plob'ubly uuly the heads are
given by Luke, touches with singular felicity
upon all their peculiar doctrines. Indeed he
does much more: With masterly skill “he
expands the popular religion into a higher
philosophy and imbues plulosophy with a 1)10-
found sentiment of religion.”

Stoicism was a system hostile to Chris-
tianity in its physics, its morals and its the-
ology. Stoicism condemned the worship of
images and, the use of temples,
themsas nothmg -better than ornaments of
art, but justified the popular- polytheism,.in
ia-&vf_:srﬁdei—e&*dw—wgeé&—e{ mymalag;—‘:-;..s
“minor developments of the great world god.

The Stoics were pantheists. Much of
their language is a curious anticipation of the
phraseology "of modern pantheism. God, to
them, was the spirit of reason of the universe;
the world itself is a rational soul, producing
all things out of itself and resuming all to it-
self; matter is inseparable from deity; God
did not create, but organized; He merely im-
pressed law and order on substance, which
was, in fact, Himself; the manifestation of
the universe is only a period in the develop-
ment of god; the soul is corporeal; at death
it would be absorbed into God. Of course, a
resurrection in the Gospel sense must have
appeared to them as highly irrational.

The proud ideal set before the Stoic was
1 magnanimous self-denial, an austere apathy,
untouched by human passion, unmoved by
change of circumstance. All outward things
were alike. All action conformable to reason
was equally good. The wise man lives ac-
cording to reason; living thus, he is perfect
ind  self-sufficing.  “An  Egoism sublime,”
seli-love is the foundation of all moral action.

The EIpicureans were virtually atheists.
Their philosophy was a system of materialism.
T'he world was formed, they held, by the for-
tuitous concourse of atoms and not in any
sense created. The universe itself was a great
wecident. The Eplcurean diety, if existing at
ll, dwelt apart in cold indifference to all the
1ffairs of the world. As there was no creator,
there was no moral governor, and all notions
of retributive justice were banished.

The principle of the Atomic Theory, as
applied to the constitution of man, made a
resurrection an absurdity. The soul itself
was nothing without body; was in fact itself
1 body, only composed of finer atoms. Both
soul and body would be dissolved together
and dissipated into the elements; and when
this occurred, the life of man was at an end.
The moral result of such a system was.reces-
sarily that stated by the Apostle (I Cor.
15:32) 1 “If the dead rise not, let us eat and
Irink, for tomorrow we die.” The essential

regarding

Who slew the mother and her child,
Who maidens pure and sweet defiled.
He did not go “to feed the guns,”
He went to save from ruthless Huns
His home and country, and to he

A guardian of democracy. '

“What if he does not come?” you say:
Ah, welll My sky would be more gray,

Fhvisalitbas (SO bty
IY'en though my eyes \\1111 tc:u
And when the war is over, v
His gallant comrades come ag
T'll cheer them as they’re mat
Rejoicing that they did not |
And when his vacant place I
My heart will bound with joy
“Was mine so long—my fair yc
And cheer for him whose wor

principle of the Epicurean was that there was
nothing to alarm, nothing to disturb. The
highest aim of life was self-gratification. With
coarser temperaments this inevitql)ly led to
_the grossest_ sensu'lhty and Lt’ll‘l‘le 111 the case
of the Atheniamns, whose tdste was ‘purer, the
system took the form of a refined selfishness.

-One brief suggestion must close this pres-
ent discussion: The two enemies of the Gos-
pel with which it has had to contend always
are the same as the two ruling principles of

the Stoics and the Ipicureans, Pride K and
Pleasure. Ilowever these may assert their

influence, whether through a so-called phi-
losophy or society or commercialism, the re-
sult will be the same. The test of them is
that “the pride of life and the lust of the
flesh” are of the world and not of the Father,

(Note: FFor historical facts glven in this sermon, T
am, of course, largely indebted to a wide reading of
various works. Additional studies will follow at
intervals.)

Lynchburg, Va.
—_————— e —

THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE.

BY DR. CHARLES D, BULLA.

Because of her interest in her fellow pupils of
the girls’ high school, Helen Cadbury, of Birming-
ham, England, originated a plan for reading the
Scriptures and for winning people to Christ. From

‘this small beginning has grown a world-wide move-

ment for the promotion of daily Bible reading.

Miss Cadbury, now ‘the wife of Charles M. Alex-
ander, the Gospel song leader, says of the movement:
“It is a wonderful encouragement to know that the
plan so quietly begun it the school days should
have been used by God as a means of spreading
His Word broadcast over the world and in making
it more loved, more+widely read, and more definitely
used as a weapon of soul-winning.”

The purpose of the League is to strengthen
Christians and to win the unsaved to Christ by the
use of God's Word. It is not always convenient
to read the Bible in the morning; but with a small
Testament in the pocket, advantage may be taken
of leisure moments during the day for reading a
portion of the Scnptures

The League is for all ages and classes. Among
the members are soldiers, sailors, policemen, rail-
way men, mechanics, business men, physicians,
preachers, teachers and editors. Becauyse of its
adaptability to all ages, the League plan can be
used in the Sunday school. A TLeague seccretary
may be appointed for the entire school. There is no
charge for enlisting. The membership card reads
as follows:

POCKET TESTAMENT L

Membership Card.
[
| T hereby accept membership i
| Testament Legue by making i1t th
life to read a chapter of the Bil
and to carry a Bible or Testam
wherever I go.

Name...........

Address..:....

e

rs. Charles M. Alexander, Orig
Pocket Testament Leag

The pledge is not broken if a day
ed. The pledge is the expression ¢
form a regular habit of daily Bible

While death was striking in all d
dier in the trenches across the sea:
pounds, all the money he had, for
New Testament; but no one woul
Bible.



hool on econdition that his  philosophy

ould always be taught there.

So the philosophers, the Epicureans and
oics, gathered round Paul; “and some said,
"hat will this babbler say? ... and they took
m and brought him unto Areopagus.” On
e Areogapus, the Hill of Mars, Paul takes
s stand, surrounded on every side with what-
er was beautiful and noble and intellectual

the old world: Temples, the material of
hich was only surpassed by their architect-
al grace and majesty; statues in which the
eal anthropoimorphism of the Greeks had
nost sanctified the popular notions of delty
; em])oclymg it in human form of exqumte
rfection; public edifices where the civil in-
-ests of men had been discussed with all the
uteness and versatility of the Greek intel-
't, where oratory, discoursed in all the
rity of the inimitable Attic dialect, had ob-
ned its highest triumphs.

ould the Apostle of Jesus Christ Rise to the
Occasion?

As his audience was chiefly from the two
:n prevailing sects, Stoics and Ipicureans,
: must take a brief survey of their peculiar
1ets, more especially as Paul in his discus-
n, of which probably only the heads are
ren by Luke, touches with singular felicity
on all their peculiar doctrines. Indeed he
es much more: With masterly skill “he
pands the popular religion into a higher
110‘;Dp11y and imbues phlloqophy with a pro-
md sentiment of religion.”
Stoicism was a system hostile to Chris-
nity in its physics, its morals and its the-
gy. Stoicism condemned.the worship of
ages and. the use of temples, regarding
'm sas nothing -better than ornaments of
but justifie! the popular- polytheism,.in
%—eura*dere&d}&-geés——ef mythele gy~
inor developments of the great world god.”
The Stoics were panthelsts. Much of
ir language is a curious anticipation of the
-aseology ‘of modern pantheism. God,
m, was the spirit of reason of the universe;
: “orld itself is a rational soul, producmg
things out of itself and resuming all to it-
f; matter is inseparable from deity; God
not create, but organized;
ssed law and order on substance, which
s, in fact, Himself; the- mamfcstatlé'n of
universe is only a period in the develop-
nt of god; the soul is corporeal; at death
vould be absorbed into God.
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He merely im-.

‘Of course, a -

uarrection in the Gospel sense must Imef’

eared to them as highly irrational.
The proud ideal set before the Stoic was
1agnanimous self-denial, an austere apathy,
ouched by human passion, unmoved by
nge of circumstance. All outward things
‘e alike. All action conformable to reason
; equally good. The wise man lives ac-
ding to reason; living thus, he is perfect
sell-sufficing.  “An  LEgoism sublime,”
Iave 1c the fanndasinm af all msmrnl ok e

»sult will be the same.
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Edward Markham, the poet, under the unpat-

jl‘lOth title, “I Did Not Raise My Boy to be a Sol-
"dier,”

wrote this stanza:

“Oh, mothers, will you longer give your sons °
To feed the awful hunger of the guns?
What is the worth of all these battle drums
Jf from the field the loved one never comes?
What all these loud hosannas to the brave

If all your share is some forgotten grave?”

Dr. James D. Hughes, for over thirty years
Superintendent of Education of the schools of
Toronto, Canada, answered this poem. Greater sig-
nificance is given to the answer by the fact that Dr.
Hughes” own son was killed in battle and lies
“somewhere in France.” His answer follows:

God gave my son in trust to me;
Christ died for him, and he should be
A man for Christ. He is his own,
And God’s and man's; not mine alone.
He was not mine to “give.” He gave
Himself that he might help to save
All that a Christian should revere,
All that enlightened men hold dcar
N
“To feed the guns!”~ O torpid soul!
Awake and see life as a whole.
When freedom, honor, justice, right,
Were threatened by the despot’s might,
With heart aflame and soul alight,
He bravely went for God to fight
Against base savages, whose pride
The laws of God and man defied;
Who slew the mother and her child,
Who maidens pure and sweet defiled.
He did not go “to feed the guns,”
He went to save from ruthless Huns
His home and country, and to he
A guardian of democracy.

“What if he does not come?” you say:
Ah, welll My sky would be more gray,

DOHG

But through the clouds the sun
And vital memories be mine.
God’s test of manhood is, I kn
Not “Will he come?” but “Did
My son well knew that he migl
And yet he went, with purpose
To fight for peace, and overthro
The plans of Christ’s relentless
He dreaded not the battlefield;
He went to make fierce vandals
If he comes not again to me

I shall be sad; but not that he
Went like a man—a hero true-
His part unselfishly to do.

My heart will feel-exultant prid
That for humanity he died.

“Forgotten grave!” This selfish
Awakes no-deep response in m
For, though his grave I may nc
My boy will ne'er forgotten be
My real son can never die;

"Tis but his body that may lie
In foreign land, and I shall kee
Remembrance fond, forever, dee
Within my heart of my true sos
Because of triumphs that he wor
It matters not where anyone
May lic and sleep when work is

It matters not where some men
If my dear son his life must giy
Hosannas T will sing for him,

F'en though my eves with tears
And when the war is over, whe
His gallant comrades come agait
I'll cheer them as they're march
Rejoicing that they did not die
And when his vacant place I se
My heart will bound with joy th
Was mine so long—my fair youn
And cheer for him whose work i

principle of the Epicurcan was that there was

nothing to alarm, nothing to disturb. The
highest aim of life was.self-gratification. With
coarser temperaments this inexitably led to
the grossest sensuallty 'md ane n the case
of the Athenians, whose taste was purer, the
system took the form of a refined selfishness.

One brief suggestion must close this pres-
ent discussion: The two enemies of the Gos-
pel with which it has had to contend always
are the same as the two ruling principles of

the Stoics and the Epicureans, Pride and
Pleasure. However these may assert their

influence, whether through a so-called phi-
losophy or society or commercialism, the re-
The test of them is
that “the pride of life and the lust of . the
flesh” are of the world and not of the Father.

(Note: IFor historical facts given in &]lus sermon, 1
am, of course, largely indebted to a wide reading of
\annuq works. Additional studies will follow at
intervals,)

L ymh])urg, Va
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THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE.

BY DR. CIHARLES D. BULLA.

Because of her interest in her fellow pupils of
the girls’ high school, Helen Cadbury, of Birming-
ham, England, originated a plan for reading the
Scriptures and for winning people to Christ. From
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Wwould the Apusuc Ui Jesus UIHLISL Inbe Lo L

QOccasion?

As his audience was chiefly from the two

then prevailing sects, Stoics and Iipicureans,
we must take a briel survey of their peculiar
tenets, more especially as Paul in his discus-
sion, of which probably only the heads are
given by Luke, touches with singular felicity
upon all their peculiar doctrines. Indeed he
does much more: With masterly skill “he
expands the popular religion into a higher
philosophy and imbues phllosophy with a PIO-
found sentiment of religion.”

Stoicism was a system hostile to Chris-
tianity in its physics, its morals and its the-
ology. Stoicism condemned the worship of
images and. the use of temples,
them .as ‘nothing -better than ornaments of
art, but justifies the popular- polytheism,. in

av—-—w;s-a-a——eﬁﬂ:s*éet-eﬁ chesgods—of- mythalosy— s

e

Sminor developmentq of the great world god’

The 'Stoics were panthelsts. Much of
their language is a curious anticipation of the
phraseology "of modern pantheism. God, to
them, was the spirit of reason of the universe;
the world itself is a rational soul, producing
all things out of itself and resuming all to it-
self; matter is inseparable from deity; God
did not create, but organized; He merely im-
pressed law and order on substance, which
was, in fact, Himself; the manifestation of
the universe is only a period in the develop-
ment of god; the soul is corporeal; at death
it would be absorbed into God. Of course, a
resurrection in the Gospel sense must have
appeared to them as highly irrational.

The proud ideal set before the Stoic was
a magnanimous self-denial, an austere apathy,
untouched by human passion, unmoved by
change of circumstance. All outward things
were alike. All action conformable to reason
was equally good. The wise man lives ac-
cording to reason; living thus, he is perfect
and self-sufficing. “An  Egoism sublime,”
seli-love is the foundation of all moral action.

The Epicureans were virtually atheists:
Their philosophy was a system of materialism.
The world was formed, they held, by the for-
tuitous concourse of atoms and not in any
sense created. The universe itself was a great
accident. The Epicurean diety, if existing at
all, dwelt apart in cold indifference to all the
affairs of the world. As there was no creator,
there was no moral governor, and all notions
of retributive justice were banished.

The principle of the Atomic Theory, as
applied to the constitution of man, made a
resurrection an absurdity. ‘The. soul itself
was nothing without body; was in fact itself
a body, only composed of finer atoms. Both
soul and body would be dissolved together
and dissipated into the elements; and when
this occurred, the life of man was at an end.
The moral result of such a system was neces-
sarily that stated by the Apostle (I Cor.
15:32) 1 “If the dead rise not, let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die.” The essential

regarding

Awake and see life as a whole.
When freedom, honor, justice, right,
Were threatened by the despot’s might,
With heart aflame and soul alight,
He bravely went for God to fight
Against base savages, whose pride
The laws of God and man defied;
Who slew the mother and her child,
Who maidens pure and sweet defiled.
He did not go “to feed the guns,”
He went to save from ruthless Huns
His home and country, and to he

A guardian of democracy. :

“What if he does not come?” you say:
Ah, welll My sky would he more gray,

Decause of (riumphs the
It matters not where a
May lie and sleep wher

Tt matters not where s
[f my dear son his life
Hosannas I will sing fc
E’en though my eyes w
And when the war is ¢
His gallant comrades cc
I'll cheer them as they’
Rejoicing that they dic
And when his vacant p
My heart will bound wi
‘Was mine so long—my
And cheer for him who

principle of the Epicurean was that there was
nothing to alarm, nothing to disturb. The
highest aim of life was self-gratification. With
coarser temperaments this inevitably led to

_the grossest qenquﬂhty 'md,unne in the case

of the Athenians, whose tdste was purer, the
system took the form of a refined selfishness.

-One Drief suggestion must close this pres-
ent discussion: The two enemies of the Gos-
pel with which it has had to contend always
are the same as the two ruling principles of

the Stoics and the Epicureans, Pride and
Pleasure. However these may assert their
influence, whether through a so-called phi-

losophy or society or commercialism, the re-
sult will be the same. The test of them is
that “the pride of life and the lust of the
flesh” are of the world and not of the Father.

(Note: FFor historical facts given in tﬁrls sermon, [
am, of course, largely indebted to a wide reading of
various works, Additional will
intervals.)
Lynchburg, Va
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studies follow at

CIIARLES D. BULLA.

Because of her interest in her fellow pupils of
the girls’ high school, Helen Cadbury, of Birming-
ham, England, originated a plan for reading the
Secriptures and for®winning people to Christ. From

'this small beginning has grown a world-wide move-

ment for the promotion of daily Bible reading.

Miss Cadbury, now the wife of Charles M. Alex-
ander, the Gospel song leader, says of the movement:
“It is a wonderful encouragement to know that the
plan so quietly begun in the school days should
have been used by God as a means of spreading
His Word broadcast over the world and in making
it more loved, more-widely read, and more definitely
used as a weapon of soul-winning.”

The purpose of the League is to strengthen
Christians and to win the unsaved to Christ by the
use of God's Word. Tt is not always convenient
to read the Bible in the morning; but with a small
Testament in the pocket, advantage may be taken
of leisure moments during the day for reading a
portion of the Scriptures,

The League is for all ages and classes. Among
the members are soldiers, sailors, policemen, rail-
way men, mechanics, business men, physicians,
preachers, teachers and editors. Because of its
adaptability to all ages, the League plan can be
used in the Sunday school. A ILeague secretary
may be appointed for the entire school. There is no
charge for enlisting. The membership card rcads
as follows:

|
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Membership

_I hereby accept_membe
Testament Legue by _makir
life to read a chapter of
and to carry a Bible or ’
wherever I go.

Name..oievoeads

Address.......
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The pledge is not broken
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pounds, all the money he |
New Testament; but no on
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mmor developmcntfa of the great wotld god "

The Stoics were pantheists. Much of
their language is a curious anticipation of the
phraseology "of modern pantheism. God, to
them, was the spirit of reason of the universe;
the world itself is a rational soul, producmcr
all things out of itself and resuming all to it-
self; matter is inseparable from deity; God
did uot create, but organized; He merely im-
pressed law and order on substance, which
was, in fact, Himself; the mamfu;t'ltlon of
the universe is only a perlod in the develop-
ment of god; the soul is corporeal; at death
it would be absorbed into God. Of course, a
resurrection in the Gospel sense must have
appeared to them as highly irrational.

The proud ideal set before the Stoic was
a magnanimous self-denial, an austere apathy,
‘untouched by human passion, unmoved by
change of circumstance. All outward things
were alike. All action conformable to reason
was equally good. The wise man lives ac-
cording to reason; living thus, he is perfect
and self-sufficing. “An  Egoism sublime,”
sclf-love is the foundation of all moral action.

The Epicureans were virtually atheists.
Their philosophy was a system of materialism.
The world was formed, they held, by the for-
tuitous concourse of atoms and not in any
sense created. The universe itself was a great
accident. The ]:p[curean diety, if existing at
all, dwelt apart in cold indifference to all the
affairs of the world. As there was no creator,
there was no moral governor, and all notions
of retributive justice were banished.

The principle of the Atomic Theory, as
applied to the constitution of man, made a
resurrection an absurdity. The qoul itself
was nothing without body; was in fact itself
a body, only composed of finer atoms. Both
soul and body would be dissolved together
and dissipated into the elements; and when
this occurred, the life of man was at an end.
The moral result of such a system was neces-
sarily that stated by the Apostle (I Cor.
15:32) : “If the dead rise not, let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die.” The essential

ol the Athenians, whose taste was purer, the
system took the form of a refined selfishness.

“One brief suggestion must close this pres-
ent discussion: The two enemies of the Gos-
pel with which it has had to contend always
are the same as the two ruling principles of
the Stoics and the Epicureans, Pride and
Pleasure. IHowever these may assert their
influence, whether through a so-called phi-
losophy or society or commercialism, the re-
sult will be the same. The test of them is
that “the pride of life and the lust of  the
flesh” are of the world and not of the Father.

(Note: IFor historical facts given in this sermon, I
am, of course, largely indebted to a wide reading of
various works. Additional studies will follow at
intervals.)
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Because of her interest in her fellow pupils of
the girls~high school, Helen Cadbury, of Birming-
ham, England, originated a plan for reading the
Scriptures and for winning people to Christ. From

‘this small beginning has grown a world-wide move-

ment for the promotion of daily Bible reading.

Miss Cadbury, now the wife of Charles M. Alex-
ander, the Gospel song leader, says of the movement:
“It is a wonderful encouragement to know that the
plan so quietly begun in the school days should
have been used by God as a means of spreading
His Word broadcast over the world and in making
it more loved, more-widely read, and more definitely
used as a weapon of soul-winning.”

The purpose of the League is to strengthen
Christians and to win the unsaved to Christ by the
use of God’s Word, It is not always convenient
to read the Bible in the morning; but with a small
Testament in the pocket, advantage may be taken
of leisure moments during the day for reading a
portion of the Scr:ptureq

The League-is for all ages and classes. Among
the members are soldiers, sailors, policemen, rail-
way men, mechanics, Im%mcss men, physicians,
preachers, teacherg and editors, Because of its
adaptabl[xty to all ages, the League plan can be
used in the Sunday school. A League secretary
may be appointed for the entire school. There is no
charge for enlisting. The membership card reads
as follows:
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‘forgotten. Epicurus left this “Garden” to the
school on condition that his philosophy
should always be taught there.

So the philosophers, the Epicureans and
Stoics, gathered round Paul; “and some said,
What will this babbler say? ... and they took
him and brought him unto Areopagus.”
the Areogapus, the Hill of Mars, Paul
his stand, surrounded on every side with what-
ever was beautiful and noble and intellectual
in the old world: Temples, the material of
which was only surpassed by their architect-
ural grace and majesty; statues in which the
ideal anthropomorphism of the Greeks had
almost sanctified the popular notions of deity
by embodying it in human form of exquisite
perfection; public edifices where the civil in-
terests of men had been discussed with all the
acuteness and versatility of the Greek intel-
lect, where oratory, discoursed in all the
purity of the inimitable Attic dialect, had ob-
tained its highest triumphs.

Would the Apostle of Jesus Christ Rise to the

Occasion?

takes

A

N

As his audience was chiefly from the two
then prevailing sects, Stoics and IEpicureans,
we must take a briel survey of their peculiar
tenets, more especially as Paul in his discus-
sion, of which probably only the heads are
given by Luke, touches with singular felicity
upon all their peculiar doctrines. Indeed he
does much more: With masterly skill “he
expands the popular religion into a higher
philosophy and imbues philosophy with a pro-
found sentiment of religion.”

Stoicism was a system hostile to Chris-
tianity in its physics, its morals and its the-
ology. Stoicism condemned the worship of
images and. the use of temples, regarding
them .as nothing -better than ornaments of
art, but Juchﬁef’ the popular- polytheism,.in
A“‘minor developments of the great world god "

.~ The Stoics were pantheists. Much of
their language is a curious anticipation of the
phraseology "of modern pantheism. God, to
them, was the spirit of reason of the universe;
the world itself is a rational soul, producing
all things out of itself and resuming all to it-
self; matter is inseparable from-deity; God
did not create, but organized; He merely im-
preqqed law and order on substance, which
was, in fact, Himself; the manifestatipn of
the universe is only a 1)enod in the develop—
ment of god; the soul is corporealy’ ‘at’ death
it would be absorbed into God. Of course, a
resurrection in the Gospel sense must have
appeared to them as highly irrational.

The proud ideal set before the Stoic was
a magnanimous self-denial, an austere apathy,
‘untouched Dy human passion, unmoved by
change of circumstance. All outward things
were alike. All action conformable to reason
was equally good. The wise man lives ac-

On ‘

CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

The Son.

Edward Markham, the poet, under the unpat-
riotic title, “I Did Not Raise My Boy to be a Sol-
dier,” wrote this stanza:

“Oh, mothers, will you longer give your sons °
To feed the awful hunger of the guns?
What is the worth of all these battle drums
1f from the field the loved one never comes?
What all these loud hosannas to the brave
1f all your share is some forgotten grave?”

Dr. James D. Hughes, for over thirty years
Superintendent of Education of the schools of
Toronto, Canada, answered this poem. Greater sig-
nificance is given to the answer by the fact that Dr.
Hughes” own son was killed in battle and lies
“somewhere in France.” His answer follows:

God gave my son in trust to me;
Christ died for him, and he should be
A man for Christ. He is his own,
And God’s and man's; not mine alone.
He was not mine to *“‘give.” He gave
Himself sthat he might help to save
All that a Christian should revere,

All that enlightened men hold dear.

“To feed the guns!”~ O torpid soul!
Awake and sece life as a whole.

When freedom, honor, justice, right,
Were threatened by the despot’s might,
With heart aflame and soul alight,
He bravely went for God to fight
Against base savages, whose pride
The laws of God and man defied;
Who slew the mother and her child,
Who maidens pure and sweet defiled.
He did not go “to feed the guns,”
He went to save from ruthless Huns
His home and country, and to he

A guardian of democracy.

“What if he does not come?” you say:
Ah, welll My sky would be more gray,

But through the clouds the
And vital memories be mii
God’s test of manhood is,
Not “Will he come?” but ©
My son well knew that he
And yet he went, with pur
To fight for peace, and ove
The plans of Christ's relen
He dreaded not the battlef
He went to make fierce var
If he comes not again to

1 shall be sad; but not tha
Went like a man—a hero

His part unselfishly to do.

My heart will feel-exultant
That for humanity he died.

“Forgotten grave!” This s
- Awakes no-deep response
For, though his grave I m
My boy will ne'er forgott
My real son can never die;
"Tis but his body that may
In foreign land, and I shal
Remembrance fond, foreve
Within my heart of my tr
Because of triumphs that b
It matters not where anyo
May lie and sleep when w

Tt matters not where some
If my dear son his life mu
Hosannas I will sing for |
E’en though my eyes with
And when the war is ove
His gallant comrades come
I'll cheer them as they're

Rejoicing that they did n
And when his vacant place
My heart will bound with

Was mine so long—my fai
And cheer for him whose *

principle of the Epicurean was that there was

nothing to alarm, nothing to disturb. The
highest aim of life was self-gratification. With
coarser temperaments this mevltabiy led to
the grossest sensuality and Lrnuc ; in the case
of the Athenians, whose taste was purer, the
system took the form of a refined selfishness.
" ~One brief suggestion must close this pres-
ent discussion: The two enemies of the Gos-
pel with which it has had to contend always
are the same as the two ruling principles of

the Stoics and the Epicureans, Pride and
Pleasure. IHowever these may assert their
influence, whether through a so-called phi-

losophy or society or commercialism, the re-
sult will be the same. The test of them is
that “the pride of life and the lust of the
flesh” are of the world and not of the Father.

(Note:
am, of course,
various works,
intervals.)
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TFFor historical facts given in this sermon, I
largely indebted to a wide reading of
Additional studies will follow at

CHARLES D. BULLA.

Because of her interest in her fellow pupils of
the girls’ high school, Helen Cadbury, of Birming-
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S pPUtua wmodt iay wecoiile instined
zople by our public prints, and helped on
emy aliens among us. Need I remind
f the strength of the man who asserts
le is in the right, and that God is with
Need I remind you of the handicap of
an in any station of life, much less on
ittlefield, who is not fortified with the

ind belief that his cause is just?” The

ient in full follows:

Christ, or the Sword?

» is history’s gravest hour. Not since Christ
iefore Pilate has there been so momentous a
moral systems as that which is taking place.
» theories of life are striving for mastery. A
tion that.is the legitimate outgrowth of
inity, expressive of kindliness, good faith,
nocratic tolerance, is at death’s grip with a
1ation of ancient barbarism, weaponed
ly by modern science behind a mask of
which has sprung suddenly to the world's
est.

; the old morality once more confronts the
“he spiritual power enthroned by Christ in
rts of men is tempted to its overthrow by
tleness of its faith, while the barbaric con-
of rule by force alone, in full resurgence, is
o slay it with the very discoveries of Chris-

this struggle the West has gone,—not for
or political reasons but for moral reasons.
ristian’s heritage is assailed, and we are of-
ossessions and life in its defense. If the
1 world ever has had neéd’ since medijeval
‘0 dedicate its all to the duty of
g the sword from the foul hand of de-
 infidelism, it is_now. Today the modern

is afoot, and in the spirit of crusader
has entered the war.
> who compute its losses in terms of

, or life, have no spiritual conception : of
» The dead will be replaced and the
> restored, but not soon the glorious flower-
cture of Chivalry which, honored even by
cen of old, has ‘been slowly .moulding the
into a single family, moulding them while
ght. Its beauty, which men loved, its
in which they trusted even upon the field,
1 these, its usefulness, all, born of the
of nineteen centuries, have been struck
Christian_era by one of civilization’s
debtors, naw turned renegade.
this crisis, Christendom stand less firm in
‘han did its martyrs in the arena at Rome;
hour of suffering, it be not ready to say
ist in the garden of Gethsemane, “O My
E this cup may not pass away from Me,
drink it, Thy will be done;” if, in having
Him to the aggressor, “for all they that
sword shall perish with the sword,” it
faithfully to its oath; if, having forsaken

to make a coward peace that fail to dra\y__‘

of the Serpent Power, Christendom take

(3
’

side.

Athens still retained much of her splendor

as in the days of the great Pericles. The city
had been for ages the center and source of
Hellenic culture, the metropolis of science, art
and wisdom. Although now deprived of all

dedicaicd o tne natonal glory and i
of the gods.” “lts main characteris
mythological and religious. Shrines
chus, Venus, Earth, and indeed of e
in Olympia found a place.” The relig
of the Athenians went even ‘further, a
public - place_and, building wag. lik

political importance by Rome; Athens still-was™=; sanctuary. “And,” says one, “as if t,

revered throughout the civilized world for
what she had accomplished, for her literature
and her superlative genius. The schools of
Athens were still frequented by the flower of
Roman youth and the great names of her his-
tory were idolatrously cherished.

Now a solitary man, with thoughtful brow,
moves in the midst of the temples and altars
and statues, the symbols of Grecian culture
and art, not insensible to them, for this Jew
of Tarsus was versed in all the proud history
and poetic lore of Athens. He had examined
her philosophy with an intellect as keen and
as profound as any who had taught in the
schools of the Academy or the Porch. But his
spirit was “stirred,” literally “set on edge,”
when he saw the city full of idols.

The Description is Curiously Accurate.

Athens is repeatedly described by ancient
writers as not only crowded with images and
temples, but as “containing more than all the
other cities of Greece.” Xenophon refers to
it as “One great altar, one great sacrifice.”
And such a general description is abundantly
sustained by existing relics of these ancient
structures and still more by the enumeration
of them in ancient writings. Everywhere the
Apostle must have been confronted by proofs
of this peculiar tendency of the Athenians to
“multiply objects of devotion.” On every hand
his eye was attracted by the sculptured forms,
as of Minerva, Jupiter, Apollo, Mercury and
the Muses. ’

In the heart of the city is the famous
Agora, “the market-place,” where Paul, tact-
fully adopting an age-old custom of Athens,
“reasoned every day with them that met him.”
The Agora was very far from being a great
market place, like the bare places in modern
towns, where little or no attention is paid to
artistic decoration. It was a beautiful square
in a valley, whose slopes were peopled with
statues of historical and deified  heroes, en-
closed on the south by the Pnyx, on the north
'by the cragy eminence of the Areopagus, on
the east by the Acropolis towering high above

~

ination of the Athenian mind knew n¢
in this direction, abstractions were de
publicly honored. Altars were erected :
Modesty, Energy, Pity.” The Romar
hardly exaggerated, when he declared
was easier to find a god in Athens
man.”

No wonder that the overpowering
sion upon Paul was, “His spirit was
edge within him, when he saw the ¢
erally) full of idols.”

In the Agora Paul would find him

In the Midst of an Animated Sc

For here was ever the center of a .
public life; where orators and statesme
and artists of Greece found the hig]
spiration to a noblest enthusiasm; a
Agora still continued to be the meetir
of philosophers and idlers, for conversai
lbusiness, when Athens could only be
of the memories of the past. Here the
ians, ever fond of public life and the ¢
and of hearing and telling what was
and strange, congregated; here philos
wrapping their mantles about them, s
coursed to their admiring followers :
walked. ‘

We can appreciate the accuracy of f
torian then, when he tells us -that her
tain of the Epicurean and Stoic philos
encountered Paul.” For the Stoa Poe
Painted Cloister, in the Agora gave it:
to one of these sects. It was decorate
pictures of legendary wars of the Ath
of victories over their fellow Greeks,
the glorious struggle at Marathon. Ori,
a meeting of poets, it became the

‘where Zeno met his pupils and found

stern system of philosophy, Stoicism,
found adherents among the Greeks
Romans for many generations.

The system of Epicurus matured
the same time in the same neighborhoo:
site of “The Philosopher’s Garden” is
unknown, but was well known in the t
Cicero and in Paul’s time could not hav:
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altars and statues which stood round on every
side. :

Athens still retained much of her splendor
as in the days of the great Pericles. The city
had been for ages the center and source of
Hellenic culture, the metropolis of science, art
and wisdom. Although now deprived of all

political importance by Rome; Athens stillwas™

revered throughout the civilized world for
what she had accomplished, for her literature
and her superlative genius. The schools of
Athens were still frequented by the flower of
Roman youth and the great names of her his-
tory were idolatrously cherished.

Now a solitary man, with thoughtful brow,
moves in the midst of the temples and altars
and statues, the symbols of Grecian culture
and art, not insensible to them, for this Jew
of Tarsus was versed in all the proud history
and poetic lore of Athens. }He had examined
her philosophy with an intellect as keen and
as profound as any who had taught in the
schools of the Academy or the Porch. But his
spirit was “stirred,” literally “set on edge,”
when lie saw the city full of idols.

The Description is Curiously Accurate.

Athens is repeatedly described by ancient
writers as not only crowded with images and
temples, but as “containing more than all the
other cities of ‘Greece.” Xenophon refers to
it as “One great altar, one great sacrifice.”
And such a general description is abundantly
sustained by existing relics of these ancient
structures and still more by the enumeration
of them in ancient writings. Everywhere the
Apostle must have been confronted by proofs
of this peculiar tendency of the Athenians to

“multiply objects of devotion.” On every hand

his eye was attracted by the sculptured forms,
as of Minerva, Jupiter, Apollo, Mercury and
the Muses.

In the heart of the city is the famouys
Agora, “the market-place,” where Paul, tact-
fully adopting an age-old custom of Athens,
“reasoned every day with them that met him.”
The Agora was very far from being a great
market place, like the bare places in modern
towns, where little or no attention is paid to
artistic decoration. It was a beautiful square
in a valley, whose slopes were peopled with
statues of historical and deified heroes, en-
closed on the south by the Pnyx, on the north
by the cragy eminence of the Areopagus, on
the east by the Acropolis towering high above

arcinntectiuare did
dedicated to the national glory and the worship
of the gods.” “Its main characteristics were
mythological and religious. Shrines of Bac-
chus, Venus, Earth, and indeed of every god
in Olympia found a place.” The religiousness
of the Athenians went even further, and every
public place and . building was- likewise a

Culilpostiiui ol sculplure,

“sanctuary. “And,” says one, “as if the imag-
A » g

ination of the Athenian mind knew no bounds
in this direction, abstractions were deified and
publicly honored. Altars were erected to Fame,

‘Modesty, Energy, Pity.” The Roman satirist

hardly exaggerated, when he declared that, “it
was casier to find a god in Athens than a
man.”

No wonder that the overpowering impres-
sion upon Paul was, “His spirit was set on
edge within him, when he saw the city (lit-
erally) full of idols.” ‘

In the Agora Paul would find himself

In the Midst of an Animated Scene.

JTfor here was ever the center of a glorious
public life; where orators and statesmen, poets
and artists of Greece found the highest in-
spiration to a noblest enthusiasm; and the
Agora still continued to be the meeting place
of philosophers and idlers, for conversation and
‘business, when Athens could only be proud
of the memories of the past. Here the Athen-
ians, ever fond of public life and the open air
and of hearing and telling what was curious
and strange, congregated; here philosophers, .
wrapping their mantles about them, still dis-
coursed to their admiring followers as they
walked.

We can appreciate the accuracy of the his-
torian then, when he tells us-that here “cer-
tain of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers
encountered Paul.” For the Stoa Poecile, or
Painted Cloister, in the Agora gave its name
to one of these sects. It was decorated with
pictures of legendary wars of the Athenians,
of victories over their fellow Greeks, and of
the glorious struggle at Marathon. Originally
a meeting of poets, it became the school,
where Zeno met his pupils and founded the

stern system of philosophy, Stoicism, which
found adherents among the ‘Greeks and
Romans for many generations.

The system of Epicurus matured about

the same time in the same neighborhood. The
site of “The Philosopher’s Garden” is now
unknown, but was well known in the time of
Cicero and in Paul’s time could not have been
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had been for ages the center and source of
Hellenic culture, the metropolis of science, art
and wisdom. Although now deprived of all
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revered throughout the civilized world for
what she had accomplished, for her literature
and her superlative genius. The schools of
Athens were still frequented' by the flower of
Roman youth and the great names of her his-
tory were idolatrously cherished.

Now a solitary man, with thoughtful brow,
moves in the midst of the temples and altars
and statues, the symbols of Grecian culture
and art, not insensible to them, for this Jew
of Tarsus was versed in all the proud history
and poetic lore of Athens. He had examined
her philosophy with an intellect as keen and
as profound as any who had taught in the
schools of the Academy or the Porch. But his
spirit was “stirred,” literally “set ‘on edge,”
when he saw the city full of idols. * -

The Description is Curiously Accurate.

Athens is ‘repeatedly described by ancient

writers as not only crowded with images and

temples, but as “containing more than all the
other cities of Greece.” Xenophon refers to
it as “One great altar, one great sacrifice.”
And such a general description is abundantly
sustained by existing relics of these ancient
structures and still more by the enumeration
of them in ancient writings. Everywhere the
Apostle must have been confronted by proofs
of this peculiar tendency of the Athenians to
“multiply objects of devotion.” On every hand
his eye was attracted by the sculptured forms,
as of Minerva, Jupiter, Apollo, Mercury and
the Muses.

In the heart of the city is the famous
Agora, “the market-place,” where Paul, tact-
fully adopting an age-old custom of Athens,
“reasoned every day with them that met him.”
The Agora was very far from being a great
market place, like the bare places in modern
towns, where little or no attention is paid to
artistic decoration. It was a beautiful square
in a valley, whose slopes were peopled with
statues of historical and dcified heroes, en-
closed on the south by the Pnyx, on the north
by the cragy eminence of the Areopagus, on
the east by the Acropolis towering high above
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hardly exaggerated, when he declared that, *
was easier to find a god in Athens than
man.”

No wonder that the overpowering impre:
sion upon Paul was, “His spirit was set o
edge within him, when he saw the city (lif
erally) full of idols.”
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